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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Lord God, our hope for years
to come, as we approach Yom Kippur,
the holiest day in the Jewish year, in-
spire us to strive to live Godly lives.

Lord, remind our lawmakers that
You call each of us to flee from impu-
rity and to live with integrity. Teach
our Senators to accentuate the posi-
tive, to think thoughts that are pure,
commendable, just, and honorable.
May they permit You to cleanse them
from every defilement, empowering
them to live for You as they seek to do
Your will.

Lord, create in us all clean hearts
and renew a right spirit within us.

We pray in Your merciful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

PAIN-CAPABLE UNBORN CHILD
PROTECTION BILL

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, ask
a family to show you the first picture
of their child these days, and you are
likely to get a black-and-white image
with delicate fingers and tiny toes.

Senate

Maybe it is their precious Christine.
Maybe it is their little guy Brett. But
one thing’s for sure—that baby is their
child.

Scientific advances like the
sonogram are helping pull back the
curtain on the mystery of life, they are
helping foster a new spirit of compas-
sionate protection for the most de-
fenseless, and they are providing new
opportunities to bridge old political di-
vides.

We in this Chamber are never going
to agree completely on the abortion
question, but we should at least be able
to agree that if an unborn child has
reached the point where he or she can
feel pain, that child’s life deserves pro-
tection. Science is telling us that a
child can reach this stage around 20
weeks—in other words, 5 months. This
is when unborn children can react—
even recoil—to stimuli an adult would
recognize as painful. This is when doc-
tors even administer fetal anesthesia
during surgery.

As the New England Journal of Medi-
cine study recently demonstrated, ba-
bies delivered at this age can survive
outside the womb. So even if we differ
on the larger abortion issue, can’t we
at least agree that children at this late
stage of development deserve our pro-
tection? The American people seem to
think so. Polls show that American
women and American men oppose abor-
tions after 5 months. The fact is that
we are now one of just seven nations—
among them countries such as North
Korea and China—that allow elective
abortions at such a late stage. Can’t we
do better than this as a country? The
Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection
Act would allow America to finally
join the ranks of the most civilized na-
tions on this issue.

Just this past weekend in Louisville,
hundreds of Kentuckians gathered to
spread a message of dignity and hope.
They marched for those who may not
meet them. They marched for those
who may not hear them. But I hope

Americans across the country, includ-
ing participants in the 37th annual
Walk for Life, will be encouraged to
know that their voices of humanity
and of respect are finally being heard
again in a Senate under new leader-
ship.

The executive director of Kentucky
Right to Life said the issue before us is
“‘critical.” She said, ‘“We have worked
tirelessly to give these defenseless ba-
bies some protection.” Several States
have already taken action to protect
these children. So has the House of
Representatives. Now it is up to each
of us to show where we stand. We are
seeing how science is changing this de-
bate.

So what I am asking every colleague
is this: Look in your hearts and help us
stand up for the most innocent life,
help us protect that beating heart in
that sonogram.

—————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—H.R. 3134 AND H.R. 3504

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there are two bills at the
desk due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bills by title for the
second time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 3134) to provide for a morato-
rium on Federal funding to Planned Parent-
hood Federation of America, Inc.

A Dbill (H.R. 3504) to amend title 18, United
States Code, to prohibit a health care practi-
tioner from failing to exercise the proper de-
gree of care in the case of a child who sur-
vives an abortion or attempted abortion.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, in
order to place the bills on the calendar
under the provisions of rule XIV, I ob-
ject to further proceedings en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bills will be
placed on the calendar.
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